Biwabik Township Monthly Meeting Minutes
Monday, June 8, 2026, 5:30 P.M.
1. Call to Order at 5:30 p.m.
Present: Supervisors Hall and Olson, Clerk Holmstrom
Guests:  Jonathan Bernard, Tony Nygaard, Brad Kohler, Tiffany Olson, Kit Wagner, Gary Lamppa, Jeremy ?
2. Pledge of Allegiance
3. Special Agenda Request
Gary Lamppa – Final reports for fire hall expansion and FEMA. Modern culvert project update has been submitted.
Township needs to contact Mesabi Bituminous to continue work on courts before we can re apply for another IRRRB grant.  CRD would like the Township to come up with a plan on how to proceed and what projects the Township wants them to work toward.  They prefer to work on a retainer.
Firehall Final Payment – Chief Nygaard is not satisfied with the work done, but disclosed that the punch list is completed.  The final payment will be sent in.
Open House to be held on Fire Prevention Week in the fall of 2026.

Motion to make final payment to TNT for the Firehall Expansion made by Supervisor Hall, Seconded by Supervisor Olson.  Motion passed.
    4.   Approval of Minutes 
Motion to approve the May 11, 2026, Monthly Meeting Minutes made by Supervisor Hall, second by Supervisor Olson . Motion passed.
 
Motion to approve the May 18, 2026 Special Board Meeting made by Supervisor Olson, seconded by Supervisor Hall.  Motion passed.

5. Approval of Financial Report: Treasurer Ruotsalainen went over the May 2026 Financial Report with the Board.  
Opening Balance 5/01/2026 	$276,546.56
Receipts			$958.59	
Disbursements			$46,398.78
Ending Balance 5/31/2026	$231,106.37
Deposits in Transit		$950.00
Outstanding Checks		$3462.94
Petty cash			$100.00
Total Checking Acct.		$233,619.31
Total Investments		$230,410.14

Motion to accept Financial Report made by Supervisor Olson , seconded by Supervisor  Hall.  Motion passed.
6. Approval of Claims: 
Motion to approve claims for $ 15,971.96 with the addition of $261.00 in claims just received today made by Supervisor Hall, seconded by Supervisor Olson.  Motion passed.
Motion to move to electronic transfer of funds for CTC, Lake Country Power and Best Oil made by Supervisor Hall, Seconded by Supervisor Olson.  Motion passed.
    7. Reports
Road and Bridge: Grading, watering and dust control was done.  More chloride was requested when it is available.  Beaver problems on Mikelson Road.  Work on the internet line to the Fire Hall.  The excavator will not be here until after the 4th of July. The person who traps beaver needs to get some type of liability insurance coverage.     It is too expensive for the trapper to purchase on his own, so he is hesitant to trap.  Questions were raised regarding hiring him as a part time employee.  Supervisor Saari is checking into it. 

Motion to approve up to $1,500.00 for rental of an excavator to replace the culvert made by Supervisor Hall, seconded by Supervisor Olson.  Motion passed.
Fire Department: See attached sheet.  Chief Nygaard billed the DNR for the wildland fires. They are in need of a newer side by side.  There is an option of buying used equipment from the DNR for a reduced price.  The DNR reimbursement will cover the cost of the side by side.  The trailer cost will come out of the Fire Department budget.

Motion to approve the purchase of a side by side for $3700.00 made by Supervisor Olson, seconded by Supervisor Hall. Motion passed.

Motion to approve the purchase of a trailer for $5,700 made by Supervisor Hall, seconded by Supervisor Olson.  Motion passed.

Recreation: No report
Cemetery: 1 stone placement. Cremation burial is on the 12th of June. 

Motion to approve reports as presented by Supervisor Olson, seconded by Supervisor Hall .  Motion passed.

7. Old Business
· The excavator is coming in July. 
· Resolution 2026-2 accepting the donation from Philip Haenke for the Cemetery Beautification and Memorial Day Celebration.
Supervisors Hall and Olson accepted the donation. 

           
8. New Business     
· Chief Nygaard discussed the 4th of July Celebration at the Township.  He requested $1,000 from the celebration fund for the event.  He will contact F&D and the Ice Cream shop in Gilbert for donations.
Motion to approve $1,000 for the 4th of July celebration made by Supervisor Hall, seconded by Supervisor Olson.  Motion passed.
Treasurer Ruotsalainen will issue Chief Nygaard a check so he can purchase what is needed and get money for prizes.
9. Correspondence:
10. Hall Rentals: There are 3 hall rentals this month: Noah, Montgomery, and Elg
 Motion to accept Hall Rentals made by Supervisor Hall , seconded by Supervisor Olson.  Motion Passed.

11. Comments from Audience:  
· Cal Warwas helped Jeremy, the owner of the Trailer Park with an Evacuation Plan issue and the matter was taken care of.  The Township has no requirements to report an emergency plan, but Chief Nygaard would like to be made aware of the plan in the trailer court in case of an emergency. 
    12. Motion to adjourn at 6:49 p.m.       
    13. Next Monthly Board Meeting will be Monday, July 13, 2026.               
